SCUDD CONFERENCE

These preliminary guidelines are presented by the executive to the Working Party (wp) with a view to organising an attractive event which will have a topical relevance across the diversity of the sector and discipline, and which will further the constitutional aims of the Subject Association, namely:

i. to represent the concerns and defend the interests of the subject domain in higher education in the United Kingdom.
ii. To provide a forum for professional and scholarly debate for higher education teachers and researchers of the subject domain, and to promote and disseminate good practice within the domain.
iii. To collect and exchange information.
iv. To liaise with other bodies, councils, institutions, groups and governmental departments and offices on matters relevant to the study of the subject domain at all levels of the educational system in the UK and internationally.

The executive recommends that:
a) the Conference be constituted as a way of connecting the various activities of the discipline, around the theme of Networks, with a focus on the discipline and the sector rather than a research-led event. The executive will not therefore expect to see 'research papers' but would hope to encourage presentations, dialogue and coordination involving a range of agencies relevant to SCUDD members e.g. AHRC, Palatine, NAMHE, SCODHE, CDS, TAPRA, IFTR, publishers, creative industry partners, funding bodies etc. Invitations to external bodies should be generated by the wp and issued with the signature of the Chair of the Association;

b) the Conference be organised by a working party consisting of a member of the Executive, a representative of the host institution and a small number of co-opted members;

c) the venue be confirmed by the wp in light of availability, cost, and accessibility;

d) the timing of the Conference remain the same, namely, the last weekend before Easter; 

e) the conference be held over a Friday and a Saturday, with the AGM concluding official business on the Saturday afternoon, and including some kind of informal social event; 

f) the wp to liaise closely with the executive in considering ways of managing the costs to members of attendance. This is likely in practice to mean that the wp will propose to the executive a means of subsidising the conference, to be agreed in advance;

g) the wp undertake to evaluate the success of the conference and to present to the exec a set of recommendations for 2007 no later than end June 2006.

