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Introduction
1. On behalf of the four UK Higher Education (HE) funding bodies, HEFCE has established Expert Advisory Groups (EAGs) to help develop proposals for the Research Excellence Framework (REF). 

2. Membership of the EAGs has been drawn from RAE 2008 panels, Research Councils, users of research and other organisations.
Purpose of the groups

3. The EAGs will meet during the first half of calendar year 2009, to help inform the development of proposals for the REF. HEFCE and the UK HE funding bodies will then consult the sector on the proposals during the latter half of 2009.
4. The EAGs will provide advice on the overall design of the REF, as a unified framework for assessing the quality of research across all disciplines and all types of research. This will include advice on:
· the approach to expert review of outputs 

· the role and use of bibliometric indicators of research quality 

· the choice and use of other quantitative and qualitative indicators within the framework
· how to take account of social, economic and public policy impacts within the REF

· the configuration of expert panels and their roles in the assessment process
· how to accommodate key differences between subject groups within a unified framework for assessment
· other aspects of the framework, to ensure that our proposals meet the objectives of the REF and can carry the confidence of the sector.
5. The EAGs will discuss these issues at three rounds of meetings between February and June 2009. Members will be encouraged to draw on their own expertise and experience as well as consult informally with their subject communities. 

6. The EAGs will convene for a fixed term, specifically to advise on the development of REF in advance of the consultation. After the consultation exercise in 2009 has concluded, the UK HE funding bodies will establish REF expert panels to develop subject-specific criteria for assessment and conduct the REF assessment process. 
7. In addition to seeking advice from the EAGs as we develop proposals for the REF, the UK HE funding bodies will hold discussions with a range of other key stakeholders including institutional managers, other funders and users of research.

Membership

8. RAE 2008 Main Panel Chairs, the Chief Executives of the Research Councils and several other organisations have helped us to identify members with expertise in research assessment, from across the full range of disciplines and types of research activity in the UK. The membership is listed at Annex A. 
Role of members

9. It is intended that members of the EAGs will provide expert input based on their expertise and experience, and by consulting informally with and drawing on the views of their wider communities. Members will be encouraged to do this through the course of their normal business, and it may also be appropriate to attend or arrange meetings with specific groups (such as learned societies) to communicate current thinking and gather views on REF development. 

10. HEFCE will provide members of the EAGs with materials to help support their wider discussions, and may also publish these on our website. We envisage that in some cases HEFCE staff will work with members to consult particular groups, for example by helping to organise meetings or accompanying members to certain meetings.
Confidentiality issues

11. As described above, we intend for members of EAGs to have an open dialogue about the REF with their wider communities in order to fully engage them in the development of REF.
12. However, members will be required to keep certain information confidential and may be asked to sign a confidentiality agreement. This will be particularly important with regards to bibliometrics pilot data and other sensitive data which may be made available to members. 
Focus and format of meetings

13. The initial round of meetings (in February 09) will cover key features of the REF, drawing in particular on the experience of the 2008 RAE. This round of meetings will be mixed in terms of the range of disciplines and types of research.

14. We expect two further rounds of meetings, as follows:

a. A second round of meetings in April/May 2009, to focus on the main elements of assessment. This will include detailed discussion of expert review of outputs, approaches to assessing impact, the use of bibliometrics, and the choice and use of other indicators and information. 
b. A final round of meetings in June 2009, to further define the elements of assessment, advise on how they should be combined to form overall quality profiles, consider the role and constitution of expert panels, the subject configuration, and the scope for variation between subjects. 
15. Proposals for the structure and format of these meetings are at Annex B.
Annex A: Membership of Expert Advisory Groups

	Title
	First name
	Surname
	Organisation
	Role in RAE 2008 or other relevant information

	Professor
	Margaret
	Atack
	University of Leeds
	Chair sub-panel 52, French

	Professor
	Graeme
	Barker
	University of Cambridge
	Chair sub-panel 33, Archaeology

	Professor 
	Jonathan
	Bate
	University of Warwick
	Member sub-panel 57, English

(Nominated by AHRC)

	Professor
	John
	Bell
	University of Cambridge
	Member sub-panel 38, Law 

	Professor
	Dianne
	Berry
	University of Reading
	Chair sub-panel 44, Psychology

	Professor
	Alexander
	Bird
	University of Bristol
	Member sub-panel 60, Philosophy

	Professor
	Jane
	Broadbent
	Roehampton University
	Member sub-panel 36, Business and Management Studies and 35, Accounting and Finance

	Professor
	Kenneth
	Brown
	University of Glasgow
	Chair sub-panel 20, Pure Mathematics

	Professor
	Margaret
	Brown
	King's College London
	Chair sub-panel 45, Education 

	Professor
	Bruce
	Brown
	University of Brighton
	Chair main panel O

	Professor
	Paul
	Cammack
	Manchester Metropolitan University
	Chair sub-panel 47, American Studies and Anglophone Area Studies

	Professor
	Heather
	Campbell
	University of Sheffield
	Deputy chair sub-panel 31, Town and Country Planning

	Professor
	Michael
	Cates
	University of Edinburgh
	Member sub-panel 19, Physics 

	Dr 
	Celia
	Caulcott
	BBSRC
	Director of Innovation & Skills, BBSRC

	Professor
	Karen
	Cox
	University of Nottingham
	Member sub-panel 11, Nursing & Midwifery

	Professor
	Catherine
	Davies
	University of Nottingham
	Chair sub-panel 55, Iberian

	Professor
	Maria
	Delgado
	Queen Mary, University of London
	Member sub-panel 65, Drama and Performing Arts

	Professor
	Hastings
	Donnan
	Queen's University Belfast
	Chair sub-panel 42, Anthropology  

	Professor Dame
	Ann
	Dowling
	University of Cambridge
	Chair main panel G

	Professor
	John
	Feather
	Loughborough University
	Chair sub-panel 37, Library and Information Management

	Professor Dame
	Janet 
	Finch
	Keele University
	Co-chair of the Council for Science and Technology

	Professor
	David 
	Finnegan
	University of Edinburgh
	Chair sub-panel 14, Biological Sciences

	Professor
	David
	Firth
	University of Warwick
	Member sub-panel 22, Statistics and Operational Research

	Professor
	Ray
	Fitzpatrick
	University of Oxford
	Chair sub-panel 7, Health Services Research

	Dr 
	Chris
	Francis
	IBM United Kingdom Ltd
	Government Programmes, IBM

(Nominated by CBI)

	Professor
	Peter 
	Golding
	Loughborough University
	Chair sub-panel 66, Culture, Communication and Media Studies

	Professor
	Peter
	Goodhew
	University of Liverpool
	Chair sub-panel 29, Metallurgy and Materials

	Professor
	Neil
	Halliwell
	Loughborough University 
	Chair sub-panel 28, Mechanical, Aeronautical and Manufacturing Engineering

	Dr
	Russell
	Hamilton
	Department of Health
	Member main panel A

	Professor
	Philip
	Hannaford
	University of Aberdeen
	Chair sub-panel 8, Primary Care 

	Professor
	Graeme
	Henderson
	University of Bristol
	Member sub-panel 15, Pre-clinical and Human Biological Sciences

	Mr
	Sandy
	Heslop
	University of East Anglia
	Chair sub-panel 64, History of Art, Architecture and Design

	Professor
	Carole 
	Hillenbrand
	University of Edinburgh
	Chair sub-panel 48, Middle Eastern and African Studies

	Dr
	Alison
	Hodge
	QinetiQ
	University Partnership Director, QinetiQ

(Nominated by CBI)

	Professor
	Tracey
	Howe
	Glasgow Caledonian University
	Member sub-panel 12, Allied Health Professions and Studies

	Professor
	Pat 
	Hudson
	Cardiff University
	Member sub-panel 62, History

	Professor
	Martin
	Humphries
	University of Manchester
	Member sub-panel 14, Biological Sciences

	Dr
	Jacqueline
	Hunter
	GlaxoSmithKline
	Senior Vice President, Science Environment Development, GSK

	Ms
	Vivienne
	Hurley
	British Academy
	Head of Policy Development, 
British Academy

	Ms
	Hazel
	Jeffery
	NERC
	Head of Strategic Management, NERC

	Mr
	Iain
	Jones
	ESRC
	Director of Evaluation and Impact, ESRC

	Professor
	Richard 
	Jones 
	University of Sheffield
	Nominated by the Royal Society

	Professor
	Roger
	Kain
	Exeter University
	Treasurer and Vice-President of the British Academy

	Professor
	Sandra
	Kemp
	London College of Communication
	Member sub-panel 63, Art and Design

	Professor
	Ross
	King
	University of Aberystwyth
	Member sub-panel 23, Computer Science and Informatics

	Professor
	Victor Terence
	King
	University of Leeds
	Chair sub-panel 49, Asian Studies

	Dr
	Mike
	Lant
	Syngenta
	Licensing Manager, Syngenta

(Nominated by CBI)

	Dr
	Cristina
	Lazzeroni
	University of Birmingham
	Nominated by the Royal Society

	Professor
	Judith
	Lieu
	University of Cambridge
	Member sub-panel 61, Theology, Divinity and Religious Studies

	Professor
	Peter
	Littlejohns
	NICE
	Member sub-panel 7, Health Services Research

	Professor
	John 
	Local
	University of York
	Chair sub-panel 58, Linguistics

	Dr
	David 
	Lynn
	The Wellcome Trust
	Head of Strategic Planning & Policy, 

The Wellcome Trust

	Professor
	Malcolm
	MacCallum
	Queen Mary, University of London
	Member sub-panel 21, Applied mathematics

	Professor
	Antony
	Manstead
	Cardiff University
	Member sub-panel 44, Psychology 

	Ms
	Mary
	Matthews
	Blitz Games Studios
	Strategy and Business Development Director, 

Blitz Games Studios

	Professor
	Peter
	McGuffin
	King's College London
	Chair sub-panel 9, Psychiatry, Neuroscience and Clinical Psychology

	Professor
	Quintin
	McKellar
	Royal Veterinary College
	Member sub-panel 16, Agriculture, Veterinary and Food Science

	Professor Sir
	Andrew
	McMichael
	University of Oxford
	Chair sub-panel 3, Infection and Immunology

	Professor
	Simon
	McVeigh
	Goldsmiths College, University of London
	Member sub-panel 67, Music

	Mr
	Ed
	Metcalfe
	South East England Development Agency 
	Head of Science, Technology, Enterprise & Management, SEEDA

	Professor
	Judie
	Newman
	University of Nottingham
	Chair main panel L

	Professor 
	Pól
	Ó Dochartaigh
	University of Ulster
	Member sub-panel 53, German

	Professor
	Denise
	Osborn
	University of Manchester 
	Chair sub-panel 34, Economics and Econometrics

	Professor
	David
	Otley
	Lancaster University
	Chair main panel I

	Professor
	Anthony
	Payne
	University of Sheffield
	Chair sub-panel 39, Politics and International Studies

	Professor
	Jeremy
	Pearson
	King's College London
	Deputy chair sub-panel 1, Cardiovascular Medicine

	Professor
	Alan
	Penn
	University College London
	Chair sub-panel 30, Architecture and the Built Environment

	Dr 
	Fabien 
	Petitcolas
	Microsoft Research
	Head of Intellectual Capital Development & Community, Microsoft Research

(Nominated by CBI)

	Professor
	Mike
	Pidd
	Lancaster University
	Chair sub-panel 36, Business and Management Studies

	Professor
	Chris
	Pollock
	BBSRC
	Chair sub-panel 16, Agriculture, Veterinary and Food Science

	Professor
	Barry 
	Potter
	University of Bath
	Member sub-panel 13, Pharmacy

	Mr
	John
	Rea
	DEFRA
	Strategic research partnerships and evidence assurance, DEFRA

	Ms
	Clare
	Reddington
	iShed and The Pervasive Media Studio
	Director, iShed and The Pervasive Media Studio

	Professor
	Keith
	Richards
	University of Cambridge
	Chair sub-panel 32, Geography and Environmental Studies

	Professor
	Rick
	Rylance
	University of Exeter
	Chair sub-panel 57, English

	Professor
	Jeremy
	Sanders
	University of Cambridge
	Chair sub-panel 18, Chemistry

	Professor
	John
	Scott
	University of Plymouth
	Chair sub-panel 41, Sociology 

	Professor
	Paul
	Seawright
	University of Ulster
	Member sub-panel 63, Art and Design

	Professor
	Alan
	Silman
	Arthritis Research Campaign
	Chair sub-panel 6, Epidemiology and Public Health

	Professor
	Julius
	Sim
	Keele University
	Chair sub-panel 12, Allied Health Professions and Studies

	Professor
	Patrick
	Sissons
	University of Cambridge
	Deputy chair sub-panel 4, Other Hospital Based Clinical Subjects

	Professor
	Morris
	Sloman
	Imperial College London
	Member sub-panel 23, Computer Science and Informatics

	Dr
	Sue
	Smart
	EPSRC
	Head of Performance & Evaluation, EPSRC

	Professor
	Michael
	Smith
	Loughborough University
	Chair sub-panel 50, European Studies

	Mr
	Phil
	Sooben
	ESRC
	Observer, main panel J

	Professor
	Steve
	Sparks
	University of Bristol
	Chair sub-panel 17, Earth Systems and Environmental Sciences

	Professor
	Pauline
	Stafford
	Emeritus Professorship at University of Liverpool
	Chair sub-panel 62, History

	Dr 
	John 
	Stageman
	AstraZeneca
	Member main panel C

	Professor
	Andrew
	Stark
	University of Manchester 
	Chair sub-panel 35, Accounting and Finance

	Professor
	James 
	Stirling
	University of Cambridge
	Member sub-panel 19, Physics

	Professor
	Robert
	Stout
	Emeritus Professorship at Queen's University Belfast
	Chair main panel B

	Professor
	Peter
	Taylor-Gooby
	University of Kent
	Chair sub-panel 40, Social Work and Social Policy & Administration 

	Professor
	Geof 
	Tomlinson
	University of Sheffield
	Chair sub-panel 25, General Engineering and Mineral & Mining Engineering  

	Dr
	Liz
	Towns-Andrews
	STFC
	Director of Knowledge Exchange, STFC

	Professor
	Nigel
	Vincent
	University of Manchester
	Chair main panel M

	Professor
	Robin 
	Wallace
	University of Edinburgh
	Nominated by EPSRC

	Professor
	Jeremy
	Watson
	ARUP
	Global Research Director, ARUP

	Professor
	Simon
	Watts
	Thales UK, Aerospace Division 
	Vice-President, Deputy Scientific Director, Thales UK (Nominated by CBI)

	Professor
	Shearer
	West
	AHRC
	Member sub-panel 64, History of Art, Architecture and Design

	Professor
	Michael
	Whitby
	University of Warwick
	Chair sub-panel 59, Classics, Ancient History, Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies

	Professor
	Colin
	Whitehouse
	STFC
	Deputy Chief Executive, STFC

	Ms
	Michelle 
	Wickenden
	NERC
	Team leader for business performance management, NERC

	Professor
	Paul
	Wiles
	Home Office
	Chief Scientific Adviser, Home Office 

	Professor
	David
	Williams
	University of Southampton
	Chair sub-panel 10, Dentistry

	Professor
	Clyde
	Williams
	Loughborough University
	Chair sub-panel 46, Sports-Related Studies

	Professor
	Steve
	Williamson
	University of Surrey
	Chair sub-panel 24, Electrical and Electronic Engineering

	Ms
	Sharon 
	Witherspoon
	The Nuffield Foundation
	Member main panel J

	Professor
	Andrew
	Wyllie
	University of Cambridge
	Chair sub-panel 5, Other Laboratory Based Clinical Subjects

	Professor
	Lawrence
	Young
	University of Birmingham
	Deputy chair sub-panel 2, Cancer Studies


Annex B: Proposed workplan

 

1. This outlines the proposed workplan and sequence of meetings for the EAGs. 

	3, 6 and 13 February
	Expert Advisory Group meetings round 1: 
Reflecting on the 2008 RAE and identifying key features of the REF
Members will consider which aspects of the RAE should be retained for the REF and advise on the generic features of the REF for all disciplines and types of research.

Members were offered a choice of three dates, and attendance at each of the three meetings is mixed, according to the dates chosen by members.

	27-28 April 

and 7-8 May


	Expert Advisory Group meetings round 2: 

Exploring the elements of assessment: expert review of outputs, use of bibliometrics, assessing impact/engagement, and use of other indicators 
This round of meetings will explore each element of assessment in detail. For those disciplines involved in the current bibliometrics pilot we expect a full day of discussion to review the pilot outcomes. We therefore plan for the round 2 meetings to take place over two days for those members concerned with these disciplines. 
Day one (27 April and 7 May): 

For members whose disciplines are included in the bibliometrics pilot (science, medicine, engineering, maths, computing, economics, geography, psychology, sports-related studies, social work and development studies).

Members will review the bibliometric pilot outcomes and discuss the interpretation and use bibliometric data in the REF.

Day two: 

For all EAG members.

Members will consider how expert review of outputs should be conducted, how impact/engagement can be assessed, and advise on the choice and use of other indicators and information.

We propose to run this two-day event twice, and offer members a choice of the two events. This will mean attendance will be mixed, but within each event, we could group members into related disciplines for the discussions. 


	June

Dates to be decided
	Expert Advisory Group meetings round 3: 

All members should attend this meeting. There will be a choice of at least two dates. Depending on feedback from earlier meetings, this meeting may be structured by subject group, or may be mixed.

Members will further define the elements of assessment, advise on how they should be combined to form overall quality profiles, consider the role and constitution of expert panels, the subject configuration, and the scope for variation between subjects. 
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